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DOE ves no

1. Name

{indicate preferred name)

historic

Glen Castle Apartments

and/or common

The Castle

2. Locatlon

o
iy ok

street & number 10 Post. Off ice Road —__not for publication
city, town Silver Spring ;Viciniti of © ‘cdngressioﬁél district 13
state Marylend , -county . Montgomery
? Ly -
3. Classification
Category Ownership' ~ Status ~ Present Use o
— district —__ public: X occupied’ — agrlculture —__'museum
—X_building(s) X private —__ unoccupied - X _commercial - ___park
— structure — both ___workin progress — educational —_ private residence
—_ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —_religious
™ __ object — in process X yes: restricted —__government —__ scientific
N bemg considered - —yes: unrestricted — industrial . — trangportation
_ZXnot applicable _ po - mlutary ' R other '

4- owner Of Property (glve names and ma111ng addresses of all owners)

name

- John T. Doran

street & number

c/o Rental Tools & Equlpment Co.

telephone no.:

4900 Upshur St.

sepository for survey records

M—NCPPC Park Historian's Office:

city, town Bladensburg ‘ ~ state and zip code MD 2’0,710
5. Location of Legal Description |
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. v' Montgom'ery‘ County COI—'IVI'thOUSe h liber 14082
street & number folic 731
city, town Rockville state Marylepqﬂ
6. Representation in Existing =mistorical surveys
title M-NCPPC Historic Sites Inventory
_ date 1976 —federal ___state X county —local

city, town

Rockville

state

Maryland




7. Description Survey No. M: 31-8-4

Condition Check one Check one

—_excellent ~ ____ deteriorated ____ unaltered X original site
_X_ good —_ruins _X _altered ___moved date of move
—fair - unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today

The Castle as it ex1sts today is a large, two-story. masonry structure - a
mixture of stuccoed surfaces, painted and unpainted gramte with a green tile
hip roof topped by elaborate granite battlements and. turrets. The front
(southeast) elevation has a first floor arcade of seven and one-quarter bays.
The northeasternmost. bay projects beyond the building to form a
porte-cochere. The bay at the opposite end (Southérn corner) has a narrow
pointed arch. The rest of the arches are segments of an ellipse. The arcade on
the second floor of this elevation is identical to that on the first floor except it
has one fewer bay. These arcades are concrete or stucco sccred to resemble
stone.

The wall behind the arcade is stucco except for the southern bay which
is granite. Both floors contain a vanety of windows and doors.  First floor
windows are single-light and appear to be recent replacements. Second floor
windows are two-over-two, double-hung wood sash. Two windows are paired,
and three of the windows form a projecting bay. The main entrance on the

first floor has a glass and anodized aluminum entry. One doorway on the
second floor has sidelights with a three-part transom above. The remaining
doors are single with transoms above. Aluminum storm windows have been
installed in the window openings. There are signs that many openings have
been altered. Atop the southern corner. a granite turret rises above a small
section of crenelated wall containing windows with metal grilles in them.
~ The arcade turns the corner and continues for four and one-third bays
-along the southwest elevation. While the arcade is still stucco, the entire wall
here is granite, unpainted, and of Very high quality with beaded joints. The
tile roof continues until it stops agamst a round crenelated tower of granite
whose upper portion has round window openings filled with metal grilles.
. Beyond this the three-level granite elevation (the ground has dropped away at
thls pomt) contams one bay of windows and ends with a granite turret atop its
west corner. '

The rear of the building (northwest) is granite for two bays, then
rough-textured stucco, then smooth stucco. A firestair and glass and metal
entryway have been added to this elévation. The northeast elevation has four
segmentally arched windows with two-over- two wood sash and four tall,

" one-light, newer windows. This Wall shows evidence of other openmgs now
closed, stuccoed and painied over. '



— . i

8. Significance | - Survey No. M: 31-8-4

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
—_prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ Iaqucape architecture____ religion
-~ 1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic ____ conservation —law — science
"~ .1500-1599 __ agriculture —___economics —literature —— sculpture
—_1600-1699 _X architecture — education —_ military ____social/
___1700~1799 ____ art —_engineering —__ music humanitarian
4 1800-1899 - _X commerce —___exploration/settiement ___ philosophy ____theater
_X_ 1900~ — communications —_industry — politics/government ~_____transportation
— invention — other (specify)
Specific dates 1915 + Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B _C _ D
‘ and/or :
Applicable Exception: _ A B _C _D _E _F _ G
Level of Significance: _ natiomal _ state X local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a geﬂ\eral statement of history and
support. )

The Castle is one of the most unique buildings in Montgomery County.
The building was originally constructed in the nineteenth century as a general
merchandise store with living quarters above. George M. Wolfe and William P.
Milter bought the store from Oliver and Mary Harr in 1900 (Deed T.D. 16/181).
The pair ran the store until 1907 when Wolfe bought out Miller (Deed
196/157). In 1912, Wolfe joined John A. I. Cassedy, owner of the National
Park Seminary, in forming the Forest Glen Trading Company. In 1915, Wolfe
and Cassedy sold their individual land holdings in that part of Forest Glen to
the Trading Company, and radically remodeled the old store building. It was
enlarged to about four times its original size; given a tiled, hip roof: and

- fronted with an eight-bay, one-story arcade. The ground floor contained a
grocery store, a post office, and an ice cream shop.1 Two apartments (including
one behind the grocery store) were on the first floor and four apartments on
the second floor. These rented for approximately $50 per month? The Forest
Glen Trading Company sold the building to Thomas L. Miller in January, 1922,
although the deed (314/223) was not recorded until April 17, 1922.

On the night of April 24, 1922, six families and their guests were in
residence when a spectacular fire nearly destroyed the structure. According
to the newspaper account, the furnace beneath the southern end of the
building overheated, firing off a revolver in the post office, setting afire SO0
gallons of kerosene stored behind the grocery store, and exploding an
underground tank of gasoline. The heat from this confiagration severed the
telegraph wires between Washington and Pittsburgh. The occupants of the
building were fortunate to escape with their lives, for "the location on the west
[sic] end of the ruined structure today is a smoldering mass of twisted
concre:e and steel, with little left to mark the place where several families
lived." o b




9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. M: 31-8-4

Montgomery County Land Records and Tax Assessment Records.
Washington Star, April 24, 1922.

Interview with Miss Frances Wolfe, Sept., 1987 (589-1798).
Polk's Directory for Suburban Washington, 1930-31.

The Forest Glen Trolley..., Louis N. Markwood, 1975,

10. Geographical Data
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and countles for propertles overlappmg state or county boundaries

state . ‘ code . county R code

state ' R code county ‘ code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle ‘Andres Rebeck

organization Mont. Co. Hist. Pres. Comﬁ: - date 12/87
street&nurhbér ‘ ‘ : B L ‘ teIePhone .
city or town Rockville o o - ﬂ&e‘Maryland

The Maryland Historic' Sites Inventbry was‘offidially created by
- an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be:found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey -and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not. constltute any 1nfr1ngement of
1nd1v1dua1 property rlghts.

‘return to: Maryland Historical Trust
o Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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The new owners were underinsured, and hastily sold the building to
Joseph C. Trees and James E. Ament (Deed 318/92, recorded May 31, 1922).
Dr. Ament had succeeded Cassedy in 1916 as head of the National Park
" Seminary. Under his ownership, the damaged commercial block was rebuilt in
an even grander form. The southernmost portion of the building was
demolished and the arcade, now two-story, was reduced to seven bays and
one very narrow, pointed-arch bay. The southern corner, the southwestern
‘elevation, and part of the northwestern elevation were rebuilt out of granite,
- and elaborate granite battlements and turrets were added to the roof. A
triangular park in front of the building was enclosed with a granite wall
embellished with urns, iron chains and grillework. This work took place prior
to 1926, for in that year the property assessment jumped from $35,000 to
$50,000. The building was renamed the Glen Castle Apartments, and the Polk
Directory for 1927-28 listed six families living there at that time. Tenants still
paid their rent to Mr. Wolfe, however, for he was manager of the purchasing
department and supervisor of the grounds at the National Park Seminary.

In 1941, Dr. Ament's widow sold the property to Washington real estate
executive John A. Brickley (Deed 872/93), who converted it into a hotel. By
this time the National Park Seminary had been taken over by Walter Reed
Army Medical Center, and Brickley hoped to attract relatives visiting
recuperating soldiers. In addition to the stores, he installed a restaurant, a
dry cleaning shop and a barber shop. Brickley sold his hotel in 1952, and the
building passed through a series of uses, among others, the home of a locally
prominent Hungarian restaurant. In 1965 another damaging fire occurred,
and the building suffered neglect for a few years, until its present owner, John
T. Doran, remodeled it into the office building it is today.

In its lifetime, the building was a local commercial center, a very early
example of a multi-family dwelling, and in all probability the first mixed-use
structure of any real size to be built in the County. In more ways than one it
is an extension of the National Park Seminary, profiting from that institution’s
population, and enjoying the same level of architectural attention as did most
of the Seminary's buildings. One of these, a medieval-style house, has bold
stonework and a huge round tower. Although it is badly deteriorated today,
one can see the similarity between this building and the Castle. The Castle is a
prominent landmark. Its appearance is distinctive, half folly and half
commercial attraction, and represents its owners' pride and enthusiasm for
their venture. -

—
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to Increase or deereass rates and pro-
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of ths tari® will eneroach to a greater
ulant npon the tims of ths legisia-

tive hranch.”

BSesston At-o:t Caatiamasse,

“We are aiready on aimost eontin.
uous session” be added, “and It .be-
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of the llnlled States, Senetor Bmoot’

(Continoed on Pags 3, Colupm 3) -

1
produyets

5% ARREST OF 300 onot-:m-:o

REVOLT ACTIVITIES

.qrnr. Apru #4.~-The ar-
morﬂ than 300 members of

guan liheral party‘becanso
£ rcvol tlonary actlvities has bsen’
rdered’ by President Chamorro, mc-

_'oordl.nt to -private advices recelved

tere. "Tha lihérals are roported to
haye M a nnusuaily aggressive dnr-
‘Ing the lest wcek apd a'coup ;nlnu
tbe sovunnnt was turod

A hnnnn. dlmwh on~Aprll/.
o

thers . will emergs soon an agreemeni
greatsr In Its significenee then mere-
ly the exlemlon of reeognitlon
by one xovernment to another—a
treety of permanent friendsblp and
good wlll.

.80 much emphasis has bsen pllct_d
npon the puints -of controversy eof
the past that en underatending of
what the Harding administration hes
.been striviasg to achlevo tn the Mex-
ican situation unfortanute)y hae becg
impoussihie on elthier side of lpe lutcr-
nulonll houndary.

/The prohlcm can he hest understood

when it 1s explained that, so far as
satlsfying ths requirements of rscog-
nition, few people will doubt that
tha Ohregon government has hrought
order out of ehaos and that sabstan-
tla] progress hi been mads toward &
return of normaley. If it wers a mat-
tsr of according recognition to a re-

Ims which desarved tt, Presldent

hregon would he recognised In-
stantly. There is the friendilest dis-
ro-lllbn toward blm and his admin-

siraljon. -
| Oa Breader Fimas.

But 1'résldent Harding and Secretary
‘Ifughds ere cndeavoring to plece,the
whole! matter on u hrdhider plans than
thie rettiement of affeirs of the mornent.
They wnéul_ a setticnient for all thmes—
an understsnding which will be »o Im-
pressive to the whole world that Mexico
and the United Stales will be consldered
Just as intimately related as If they
were bonnd by an elliance. -Indeed the

meaning of the treaty which is under
conslderation today le one of friendship
between the peoples first of all, execut-
ed, of course, by thelr respectivs gov-

ernments,

Administrations e¢hange in tho United
States as they do in Mexlco. Recognl-
tion hy a Tepublican regime under Mr.
Harding might be withdrawn by a dem-
ocratic administration of a later day or
by another republicsn President, who
might be swayed hy future contingencies.
Recognition ls at hest a temporary
thing, dependent upon the development
of good or had rewtions and the accu-
muiatioh of disputes. What the United
Kwtés government Ilz_ usking Mexico to
®gn I8 a reciprocal treaty of friendship,
walch witl cover all the fundamentals In
controversy today and make an endurlng
netllement—a treaty which nobody on

either mide of the Rlo Grande ean u-
ford to disregard,

Waaid Remava l-clbog.

Ths hugahoo 6f mlilitary interven-
tlon as well as political meddling on
the part. of Amerleane i WMexico
bas kept relations between the two
conntries nnsteady. It le sobght to
ramova onos and for all these fac-
tora eo that. every Mexlean admin-
latration“will ba sure of equitable
tréatment at Washington. |

There are, ofs couras, many .persons
in tho Tnited ‘States wbo féel that
President® Obregon's record  le not
of the best. .. Thsy have beeq trying
to.. pehuulo ghe Amerlcan ‘overn-
meut thet™ recognition ahould be
withheld. And It le explained by
thuse In authority that the sttuation
is’ viewed .on ant tmpersonal vass,
for tha hm«munl Is to be between
tnc peoplu of the two eountries an

by whatsver administration Ila
-upremo authority, at the .timo.
Recognition -was accorded t Car-
rania government In ths past wben
1t had much:lsse control of the.sitna-
tion than the Obragon ‘ovonnunt
has today.

From the - Ambrican government
ﬂowpolnt. tha question ol recognition

inc{denta! Mexloo and' the
Unltod Butu ebail slgn the pending
treaty of angity and commerce, recog-
nition auto ctle;ny will. go into el-
feet. The signing of the reelprooail
treaty in.récognition and amhessadors
will be exchanged mptly even In
advance of ratification by the Amerla
oan Scnate. No diffeuity may be &
tielpated on_that score, for the sentle
ment in Congress bere is sueh that It
Mexico and ths United States could
sign a treaty of friendship it would
be assured.of rstification.

Tims has work. changes both in
Waablagton and xloo Clty. There
le no dl-poultlcm s to stand out for
ona farin As c
suhstance wh sought,
Mexioo tbe nm thu,!bt United States

nulu “ma 'Krfvllmnby

and .th

.,  Five bundred

in Lheir night cioth,
. 4( kerosena,

0

land’ h, interrupting

telegraph eommnnlentio: n vllh those

Dul:tl Ioad:;;n‘tol; ’“ um‘r\
re ng the

hreak; althonkd se. ﬁ. lwcl resumied

early ‘this mornl

sages througb.Ba nf

s Urigia i B-e-

'nu fire 15 believed to have started
from sn overheated nfrpu:o tn ‘tha
basement ‘beneath the
post office, The locannlJo
end of the rulned struetu
smoldering mass of twiels
and steel, with little lefe
place where several famfiles Itved. |

Four cblidren, renging (in age from
one yeer to twelvo 7nr7
seriously with A meeseles,| weore rss-
oued from tbe burning dulldtng by
thelr parents. Mrs. Lavinle Davis,|
eighty-four yeers of ags, who lived
afone on the ground floor of: the
hulldln:. was rescued with diffonlty

Ly J'ostmaster Mlies. Bhe pisaded to
remnin, hut was taken from tbe
bLullding Ly force.

‘At the office of llerry Wardman
tudn) it was sald the bLuliding was

red for $256.000. The structure is
:nl °;led to have bcen worlh about
35,000,
. None of -the familles, vho loet most
of thelr personal belongings, had In-
suranee, It was stated. . They are:
H. H. Bopst, wifo and child; C. M,
Miles, Forest Glen po-tmnlef. wifte
and chiid; Mrs. Lavinla Davls,
bert Kramer, wife and ohlid, and two
vislting familles, witb' threes slck
chilldren; {isresl Linbart, wife and
two~eblldren, end E..A. S8herman and
wife. Me, Ehermen ls assoctate. (on
ester of the foreat eervice of the .
partment of Agriculture, < R
Sclentifie lnatrameats Lest. e

Mr. Bopet, whose chemical researeh
laboratory, confaining & calisction of
veluable sclentifio lnclmmenu. 1s-a
total loes, sald he -wad reading a
newspaper In, hll .rooms oh tbe second
floor un the west end of the huilding
when he became aware of a. wave

of heat (rom the floor. Within x
few smecohds 'he heard -the shots,
Arousing his wife and ebild, he-'léd
them down the steirs, and aronsed
as ‘many other sloeping reeldents es
hs couid, Mp. Linhart and bls fam-
fly, wbo wsre on the ground floor
babind the grocery ,got out wilih 1it-
tle tronhle, while the Kramsr famlly
end tbelr visitors and the Miles fam-
ily had to fight their: way througb
bilnding smoks,

To tha faot thet the ‘huilding was
substantiaily construeted.” of stone
and concrets and was'but two etories
high eeveral of-tbe perséna undonbt-
edly ‘'owe thelr lives, They Were able
to roach the ground witbleomparative
easo, ;lth?u'h smoke filled the halle
‘ways and {andings, -

The post ofMce today 18 funétivaing
In the Forest Glen etation of ths
Baltimore and Ohlo ralirced, which.
rune within a‘few feet of the bnrn-
ed bnllding, direetly past the point
whero the flames reached thelr greet-
est Intensity, M?r, Mites| seld all the
stamps and . governmpnt property le
locked :in tbe asfe and] can ha re-
claimed unless the:safe is ruined.:

,'e .A1e Frem Sfiver

!nrvlvol:o ‘todly Coclu

depar mon
e of the fire
minntes after a P!
heen put In, althongh
firemen bad we Irad tol
There are no h drant
departmest mped . witer. from - a
aiream vhlef!uno bu‘k
buliding and succseded |
total destruction tbe en
of the block, althongh
Interlor t

re west end
witer d

ahandoned quury.
No. 23 engine- ol

fire depertment a

help, but was thebl

pump on tba fl

u:g ettyn
A

raments.
prvtcu-;- an. ‘uo;tu;dlm )l.‘ll
Sz (g

all 1], ane |’

pf the ruMmed|-

avihg trom’ o

LicaLy,

we ‘mnaf

not sn
country
reparations ajongside of & Germa:

that doea not-ocoessnt '.olynllu thc

nscessa.
dshts,
“We'

glves e

France,
“The’
onrrenl

motives

(the

lrrnln(

evelo

ont

eries-of

former

oree, ‘1
well as

watehin

epstern

firros

o,

wbigh

of * rea

tull -ll;ht the ¢

ll. “Polncive retsrree to t

"Wh t {a ‘0‘"1
unuod the "prem
all we knew of thae state of min
of too great 8.
How lonk hae
pared ths trony vlth lh. sovist gov
ernment T

‘ﬂbcl‘,‘

Basd A £OJLUCHMFS, and Loal
have and’'aball have." The

-t::;e‘z'imge:lpnd. ll‘ P- Enrope. dependa upes It
b el be‘(orq r futlpre and enr nationsl. pros-
:‘n;:rr‘l’:so:nd‘::ﬁ (om‘:we Il:y the ex-| Perliy depend upom 1t, -

0 I3 ne $tor B en un-i ‘“it i3 hot, b ecl pitat
dergronnd tauk nwnsd | by M.  M.ldy decigions ’It’l‘:outp r.u'.o?ﬁ,';'."mﬁ
w;:’-ta.f:vn lo_-;':l_l.:lu“reao;:: we wm‘xm\: 15 1t ll”wruvcﬂn
eut t ugh’ thl male tell‘nph wirea Nddou:, ‘b“”' But “ mu
between Wa gtop apd ° Cumber-

(u-, doehre( h mnuy
e co-operation of tba al-
?erm;ny defanited, “bnt

bBe terms.o2 the tréaty,”
4 "ucb y In cave 0f nasd

ucewmb nnder tha bnrdsn l‘

lﬂort to dbclnr‘c her
cll dofend. In tan IMenn-

dence, the French canss, and we shalj
not :bmdon any arms the treaty

Auw«- l-nﬁ-u- Charge. -
Referring ta tho ehargee of mil.
Aterinm and Imperl’nll-m mada againat

M. Polnesro sald: 3
Imperlall-m of rrlneo s e
‘thémo in some conntriés, .In

whieh ‘we are eharged witb niteridr

of conquest, 1'do not know

of & aingld French public man wbo
haa ever dreamed. of territoriel ‘an-
nexation, But who does not under-
stand todey after the Rapeilo accord
Russo-
prudepcs there wonld ba In our dis-

rman. treaty) the im-

too rapidly.~

brln:l onl. Into tne
ympathies which had
be. darkness” Mtwun

in t
lho holgbevik] and ths Germans. How
many persons wrested
fidence of yesterday rwill hot .now ad-
mit tbat the cabinet wus right in dé-
siring .to tnsist for .the mo
elghteen mon}hl’ mmlpry

from thelr coa-

ent_or
loe?”

!m Ar-c‘bum i

Iscov:
stocks ;of arme nna m

in Sitedla, the torin;uon St 'policy or
ganizatioas In GeFmany eompoud o

non-tommissioned. ‘officérs

which' he ‘safd were so.essily. ‘trane
(ormed Ihto |

(umework ot mllitar;
le Imun.ced ;heu things, a
the pan-Germsn ‘axitation, l~

Justity the, precmnonl of Franchk.®
“Tbings are golag In Oormnl?' h
sald, . “as It .v.ho pan-Germene, Wi

& for:-hp opportnaity to fo

ment tronble, scoser or later, omn thel

trontler, witb a viow to Fet

tln(.mk by feree ths. Pollsd region

from QGerinany by tbe u-qu

od et Ocuok"‘oo:
sr. “slogniarly cof

e emplr

goruon of th
rmany p,

’. ;o . o

Grimly et ta ‘Werk,

Onee more today the’ gyrating G
noa oon(erené.. swhieh has been-a
temnud‘ betwesn fsara and hope
and pungmn‘uq vitb politieal érim

hreatened ~te dntroy uw N1
set: itself 'grimly to tbe tas
Uunlu‘ -00 «noqpmled O]

and tbe membgl"- of the Bllvhr !pﬂnr sec!
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(Above) Westbound train pulled by Baltimore and Ohic Railroad diesel loco
No, 66 enters the first Silver Spring station. Photo taken about 1943,
40 Collection of Montgomery County Historical Society, Rockville,
(Below) The second (present) Baltimore and Ohio Railroad station, Silver
Spring., Photo by C. L. Andrews March 1972,




- From The Forest Glen Trolley and the Early Development MS]’?‘({
of Silver Spring, Loulis N. Markwood, p. 39.

(Above) The Castle, before being rebuilt, Truck next to building is
lettered "Forest Glen Trading Company." Photo taken 1916, Collection of
Courtland U, Kramer, Silver Spring.
(Below) The Castle in all its glory. Sign reading "Castle Inn Hotel" is 39
at left:; other signs advertise restaurant and John A, Brickley's real estate
office, Photo taken late 1940's. Collection of John A, Brickley, Jr.
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Glen Castle Apartments (The Castle)
10 Post Office Road

Kensington Quadrangle







M: 3/-9-4
The Castle/Forest Glen
Trading Company
10 Post Office Road
Silver Spring, MD
Andrea Rebeck 1987
Southeast elevation




